'THE  DRAIN   INSPECTOR'S  REPORT'

The second point: 'But the real crime committed
against me isr described by her at pages 387-88.* (344-,
45 Cape edition.) These pages in Mother India read :

But once upon a time it chanced that Mr.
Gandhi, having widely and publicly announced
that 'hospitals are institutions for propagating
sin' j1 that 'European doctors are the worst of
all/ and that 'quacks whom we know are better
than the doctors who put on an air of humane-
ness/2 himself fell suddenly ill of a pain in the
side.

As he happened to be in prison at the time, a
British surgeon of the Indian Medical Service
came straightway to see him.

'Mr. Gandhi/ said the surgeon, as the incident
was reported, 'I am sorry to have to tell you that
you have appendicitis. If you were my patient,
I shcfild operate at once. But you will probably
prefer to call in your Aruvedic8 physician.'

Mr. Gandhi proved otherwise minded.

'I should prefer not to operate/ pursued the
surgeon, 'because in case the outcome should be
unfortunate, all your friends will lay it as a charge
of malicious intent against us whose duty it is to
care for you.'

1 Indian Home Rule, Ganesh and Company, Madras, 1924,
p. 6*.

zlbid.tp, 6*.

3 The spelling of Indian words in English is largely phonetic.
This accounts for the various spellings of the same word met in
several quotations in these pages. The author has throughout fol-
lowed the exact text of the originals in all quotations, even to their
sometimes inaccurate spelling and grammar.